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In answer to it I would observe, 1st. That this 
objection arises from overlooking the explana- 
tion which our Lord gives of his own meaning 
in the passage. In verses 22 and 24 he says it 
shall be more tolerable for Tyre, Sidon, and 
Sodom, in a day of judgment than for Chora- 
vin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum; but he ex- 
plains what he means in verse 23, which in- 
tervenes between these two ve [Thus,] 
And thou, Capernaum, which exalted to 
heaven shalt z 
the mighty works which have been done in thee, 
had been done in Sodom, it would have re- 
mained until this day? That our Lord was 
not speaking’of a punishment to the Sodom- 
ites at a day of-future judgment, but of the 
past. judgnient inflicted on them, seems evi- 
dent from the last part of this verse, for it is 
said, Sodom would have remained until this 
day; had the same mighty works been done 
in it which had been done in those other cities. 
2d. This objection implies that Tyre, Sidon, 
Sodom, and other cities have not been suffi- 
ciently judged ; but are again to be brought to 
trial at.a day of general judgment at the end 
of this world.. But is it not also believed, that 
all the wicked inhabitants of these cities were 
judged at death and: their fate decided to hell 
torments forever ? If this be true, why judge 
them again ? What reasons can be given for a 
second judgment, or what valuable end can be 
served by it? $d. But this objection proceeds 
on the ground that bodies politic, or cities are 
to be judged ata day of general judgment at 
the end of this world, [for] all must see, that 
in the above passages, cities, or bodies politic 
are spoken of as the subjects of the judgment 
mentioned. 4th, But observe that in the above 
paseages, the people are not said to ke punish- 





brought down to hell; for if| 


' aietineeeneeeed 
ed at all, either as individuals or as bodies pol- 
itic. Itis only said, “ it shall be more tclera- 
ble for the land of Sodom in a day of judg- 
ment.” And, speaking of the people of Tyre 
and Sidon it is said, verse 21,“ they would 
have repented long ago in sack cloth and ashes 
had they enjoyed the same advauiayes us 
Chorazin and Bethsaida. It would not haye 
been correct to have said of Tyre and Sidon, 
as of Sodom, that these cities ‘would have re- 
mained until this day,’ for the sites of those 
cities were not, like that of Sodom, destroyed. 
5th. In these passages, not a word is said, that 
this day of judgment is to be at the end of this 
material world, or that at this day individuals 
or bodies politic, are to be brought up to the 
bar of God and judged a second time. Such 
ideas have no foundation in the passages, but 
are additions made to them by men in support 
ofa preconceived system. As the sin of add- 
ing to the Bible is equal to taking any thing 
from it, let us lay aside our preconceived opin- 
ions, and impartially examine what is the will 
of God in every part of it. The more critic- 
ally and carefully such passages are considered, 
we are persuaded the common opinion of a day 
| of judgment must be given up as taught in 
lthem, The texts, their contexts, and all the 
circumstances mentioned forbid it ; and when 
| these things are considered, the above objection 
—_ no weight against the view we have advan- 
ced, 





Matt. xii. 36, isthe next passage; * But 
: I say unto you, that every idle word that men 
| shall speak, they shall give an account thereof 
in the day of judgment, (en hemera kris- 
eos.) Qn this passage, let it be notieed, 1st. 
That ‘ the day of judgment’ mentioned, is the 
‘same as judgment and the judgment spoken of 





| verses 41,and 42, * Themen of Nineyah shill 
tise in judgment with this generation, and shall 
;condemn it, because they repented at the 
| preaching of Jonas, and behold a greater than 


Jonas is here. The queen of the south shall 
rise up inthe judgment with this generation 
and shall condemn it; for she came from the * 
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, and behold a greater than Solomon 
is here. Luke, xi. $1, 32, is the parallel pase 
sage which need not be quoted. No one can 
question, that the day of judgment, verse 36, 
‘ judgment,’ verse 41, and ‘ the judgment,’ 
verse 42, all refer to the same time and same 
punishment. The only question to be settled 
is—is this a correct view of the passage? Te 





shew that any or all these expressiens refer te 
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a different time or punishment overturns the 
whole fabric which has been built for ages on 
the expression, ‘ the day of judgment.’ That 
this expression referred to the day of judg- 
ment, or vengeance, coming the Jewish na- 
tion we have in part seen from the preceding 
texts, This is still more apparent from this 
passage, for observe, 2d. What our Lord says 
in the verses above quoted. He does not say 
that the men of Ninevah and the queen of the 
south, shall rise up in the judgment or the day of 
judgment,with the whole world or all the wicked. 
No : They shall only rise up in the judgment, 
he says, with this generation namely, the gen- 
eration of the Jews, then living, by whom our 
Lord’s ministry and miracles were rejected. 
This we think is indisputable, and it shows that 
by such expressions our Lord did not mean a 
day of judgment at the end of time, but a day 
of judgment coming on that generation of the 
Jews. 3d. But in this passage, we have a 
more full and conclusive answer to the objec- 
tion mentioned in the last text. Then it was 
said it shall be more tolerable for Tyre, Sidon, 
and Sodom, at the day of judgment. Now no- 
tice, that in this text, it is said‘ The men of 
Ninevah shall rise in judgment’—‘ the queen of 
the south shall rise upin the judgment with 
this generation.’ It is certainly as easy to per- 
ceive, how it should be more tolerable for such 
cities when a day of judgment came on the 
Jewish nation, as how the Ninevites and the 


queen of the south, should rise up at this day 
and condemn the Jews for their rejection of 


the Saviour, How did they rise up and con- 


demn them? Surely by the history of their con- | 


duct recorded in the old Testament, and not 
by a literal rising up inthe judgment. So the 
history of Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon, showed, 
that it was more tolerable for these cities, than 
for the Jews when the day of God’s judgment, 
or'vengeance came on them, as it did on that 
generation. 

“ Luke, x. 12, 13, 14, is next in order. * But 
I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable 
in that day for Sodom than for that city. Woe 
unto thee Cherazin! Woe unto thee Bethsai- 
da, for if the mighty works had been done in 
Tyre and Siddh which have been done in you, 
they had a great while ago repented sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more tol- 
erable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than 
for you.’ Let it be noticed on this passage, 
that though the Greek phrase is not en hemera 
kriseos, a day of judgment, as in the preced- 
ing texts, but en tekrisei, at the judgment, yet 
all will allow, that the same judgment is refer- 
redto. Farther ; let it be noticed, that what 
is called ‘the day of judgment,’ in the pre- 
ceding passages, and ‘the judgment,’ verse 
14 of this, is in verse 12 called ‘ that day.” Now 
nothing can be more certain [than] that the 
day of judgment which came on the Jews at 
the destruction of their city and temple, is ex- 
pressly called.‘ that day’ in various passages of 
tie New Testameat, See, among others I 


might quote the following: Matt. xxiv, 36, 
Luke xxi, $345 Matt. vii. 22. Again notice. 
that what is said in this passage, was spoken 
by our Lord, when he sent out the seventy 
disciples, and issimilar to that spoken to the 
twelve in the texts already considered, }; 
contains our Lord’s predictions or declarations, 
concerning those cities whiéh should, eject 
themas the heralds of the kingdom of Gad; + J, 
shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, 
and more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at ‘thé, 
judgment,’ than for the cities which refused — 
_ their message. I may add, that the sense ow | 
| Lord attached to the word, ‘ it shall be more 
| tolerable,’ is explained, verse 13 in the same 
| way as already noticed in the preceding pas- 
sages, and need not be here repeated. Here, 
as there, our Lord was predicting that when 
a day of judgment came on those cities, which 
rejected the ministry of the seventy, it would 
be more severe than the punishment which 
came on Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom, 

Such then are all the: passages in the fow 
Gospels where this expression (en hemera 
kriseos ) the day of judgment, occurs. Before 
entering on the texts where it is found in the 
Epistles, we shall submit for consideration the 
foilowing observations : 

Ist. It occurs just five times, and the Greek 
expression is uniformly the same, not the but a 
day of judgment. Few persons would have 
thought of a day of general judgment at the 
end of this world, if the indefinite instead of 
the definite article had been used in the Eng- 
'Jish version. It has also been seen from the 
above texts, that thy day of yudgment, the judg- 
ment, and that day all refer to one and the same 
thing. 

2d. It is easily seen from all the above texts, 
that our Lord was the speaker and that he adé 
dressed himself to Jews. Not only so, but all 
the above texts with their contextsand the cir- 
cumstances connected with this expression, 
show that it had a particular reference to a day 
of judgment or vengeance coming on that gev- 
eration of the Jews. -A day of judgment did 
come on them which .¢xceeded God’s judg- 
ment on Tyre, Sidon; ‘and Sodom, as is seen 
from Matt. 24th, Luke 2Jst and Mark 13th, 
and is confirmed .by Josephus their historian. 

3d. I do not find that the-apostles in preach- 
ing to the Gentiles, speak as our Lord did of the 
day of judgment. Tn preaching at Corinth, 
Athens, Ephesus, or any other Gentile city, we 
never find them say as our Lord did, that it 
would be more tolerable for Tyre, Sidon, or 
Sodom, than for them if they did not receive 
their message. No! nor do we find them in 
preaching to the multitude, or in speaking to 
individuals, give descriptions of, or warnings a 
| bout a general judgment at the end of time, as1s 
common with preachers ip ourday. Does not 
this ccnfirm the views which have been stated 
| in the above passages ? . 
| 4th. Neither do we find the apostles ia their 

epistles to the churches among the Gentiles 








| 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








speak of a day of judgment as our Lord did in 
the passages which have been considered. To 
whomsoever the epistles were addressed, P eter 
and John are the only writers who make men- 
tion of the day of judgmentas our Lord did. We 
shall presently see, that the passages in their e- 
pisiles strongly confirm the views we have ad- 
vaneedabout this day of judgment, 2 Peter, ii. 9, 
is the first. 
the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the 
yynjust unto the day of judgment to be punish- 
¢ fed’ (cis hemerau kriseos koladromenous ) here, 
“asin the preceding texts, it is a day.of judg- 
ment, and not the day of judgment. ‘This is 
perhaps the most plausible passage in the Bible, 
in favor of a day of general judgment, and ought 
to be candidty considered. Though we are 
chiefly concerned with the last part of the pas- 
sage, yet to understand this, it is necessary to 
pay some attention to the first. ‘The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempt- 
ations.” What persons then had Peter in view 
by the term ‘godly.’ It is evident from verses 
5,8, that he had godly Noah and Lot in his eyes; 
and also the godly persons to whom he was writ- 
ings Let us also ask what their temptations were 
to which he refers? The word temptation is 
often used for trial or putting a person to the 
test, Noah was pnt to the trial, he had great 
temptatious among ihe aniediluvians. The 
same was the case with Lot among the Sodom- 
ites. Sve the context and the history of those 
men in the book of Genesis. 
here ‘ the Lord knoweth how to dellver the god- 
The Lord knew how 


ly out of temptations.’ 
to deliver Noah out of his temptations or trials, | 
by the Ark which saved him, while the flood | 


came in on the world of the ungodly. He also 
knew how to deliver Lot out of his tempta 


tions, by the angels whom he sent to Sodom; 


for this purpose, see the history of those events 
and compare verses, 5,6,7, of the context. 
Peter brought the history of those persons to 
view, for the purpose of encourging those to 
whom he wrote, under their trials. The Lord 
also knew how to deliver them as he had done 
righteous Noah and Lot. Let us now attend 
to the secofid part of this passage ; ‘ and to re- 


serve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be ' 


punished.’ The term ‘ unjust’ here, is oppos- 
ed to the word ‘ godly’ in the first, As by it godly 
Noah and fot were. refered to, so the unjust re- 


fers to the wicked ‘Antediluvians. and Sodom- | 
ites, from whom.their trials or temptations a- | 


rose—Peter also had in view the~unjust, from 
whom the persons were suffering to whom he 
was writing.. The grand question then to be 


settled is—What day of jndgment did Peter | 
refer to, and to which he says the unjust were | 


reserved 'o be punished ? The common opin- 
ion is ‘a day of general judgment at the end of 
this world.’ But in opposition to this view of the 
passage, let it be recollected, that the Greek 
phrase is not the but a day of judgment. Be- 
sides, the common usage of this expression, in 


the texts considered above, is opposed to such ‘ 


The Lord knoweth how to deliver | 


aninterpretation. Besides, it is contrary to the 
use of this phrase inthe seventy version, as no- 
ticed above, from Prov. vi. 34. Peter heard 
our Lord make use 6f this expression, the da 

of judgment, and applied it to the day of God’s 
vengeance coming on the Jewish nation, The 
presumption then is, that he used it in thé 
same sense as the Saviour did, in all the pre- 
ccding passages. The proof lies with those 
who assert that Peter here meapt a day of gen- 
eral judgment. But I shall proceed to show 
from this text and its context, that Peter refer- 
red to the same period, andthe same punish- 
ment, as our Lord did, by the expression, ‘ thé 
day of judgment.’ Lei it be then observed, 
that a day of judgment or vengeance, came on 
the Antediluvians, when the flood came and 
took them all away. Also on the Sodomites, 
when the Lord destroyed them with fire from 
heaven. The Lord knew how to reserve those 
unjust persons untoa day of judgment to be 





But it is declared | 


|punished. But it may be asked, is this all the 
‘day of judgment Peter refers to? Tanswer no ; 
‘for he had some design in introducing Noah 
,and Lot as examples of God’s delivering the 
godly out of temptations; and he also had 
‘some design in saying, that the Lord knew 
, how to reserve the unjust to a day of judgment 
|to be punished as he did the Antediluvians 
and Sodomites. What then was Peter's de- 
sign in introducing this to the persons to whom 
he wrote this epistle ? To ascertain this, let it 
be noticed, Ist. The persons to whom Peter 
wrote, were enduring trials or temptations sim- 
ilar to those of Noah and Lot, whom he intro- 
duces in the context. The whole epis- 
tle shows this. He introduces this for the pur- 
| pose of supporting their minds under these 
| trials, the Lord knew how to deliver those two 
righteous men ought of their temptations, ard 
| he kuew also how to deliver them out of theirs. 
| 2d. As the Lord knew how to reserve the un- 
just, from whom Noah and Lot suffered, to a 
‘day of judgmentto be punished, so healsoknew 
how to reserve the persons from whom they, 
|as Christians, were suffering, to a day of judg- 
‘ment to be punished. ‘Fhe persons, from whom 
their temptations or trials came, were chiefly 
the unbelieving persecuting Jews, as the whole 
New Testament abundantly shows, The con- 
text of the passage confirms this, for Peter, af- 
ter saying the Lord knoweth how to reserve 
the unjust unto a day of judgment to be pun- 
ished, immediately adds, ‘ chiefly those that 
walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleannéss, 
and despise government: presumptuous are 
they, self willed, they are not afraid to speak evil 
ofdignities.’ The apostle proceeds to the end 
of the chapter, in giving an account of their 
wicked character and eonduct, which all may 
examine. Now if Peter meant by the unjust, 


‘all wicked men in verse 9, as reserved to a day 


of general judgment, why say verse 10, but 
‘ chiefly them that walk after the flesh?’ &c. 
Why any chiefly in such a case? If we look at 
the preceding context, the character of the 
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persons thus described ; They were to bring in 
damnable heresies, verse 1, and they were the 
many who should follow their per.icious ways, 
verse 2. What day of judgment to those men, 
was there meant by Peter verse 9? That he 
did not refer to aday of general judgment at 
the end of time, but the day of God’s ven- 
geance on the Jews, I shall attempt to prove 
from the following considerations : 


(To be continued. ) 
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PROVE, ALL THINGS, BOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD 


A FRIENDLY LETTER 
TO THE UPRIGHT IN HEART OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


Dear brethren and friends ;—There are certain 
considerations which are above all sectarian opinions, 


to which I wish to call your attention. I allude to 





the means necessary to promote good order, unanimi- 
ty, kindness and morality, among our fellow men. 


That a deplorable distinction of these things is ap- 
parent, will not be denied by any one; and that alj 
good men, ofevery naime, desire to have the evil 
removed, is evident. But even good men may disa- 
gree in opinion, on the course to be persued, to effect 
the removal of vice, irreligion, and moral death 
from among us. It appears tome, therefore, since 
all agree in one thing, viz. a desire to reform man- 
Isind, that it will be of great utility to find out a mid- 
die course between the two extremes, so as to unite 
all hearts in the cause of religious improvement.— 
The necessity of something like this, rather than a 
consciousness of being able to effect the attainment 
of so desirable an object, inJuces.me to advance a 
few propositions on this very importanc subject. 

Before we attempt to prescribe the remedy, it is 
important that we obtain a knowledge of the disease- 
‘be evils to be remedied are disorder, enmity cruel 
ty, and other immoralities of various descriptions’ 
By disorder 1 mean that endless jargon and strife 


which makes a bedlam ofour world: By enmity I 
mean that desire, which seems to prevail very exten- 
sively among markind, to injure one another: By 


cruelty I mean a disposition to destroy the happiness. 


of mankind by malicious reports and back-handed 
inuendoes: And by immorality I mean any of those 
acts which are forbidden by the laws of Godand the 
principles of moral right. ~ 
Now christians, in all ages of the world, havé 
been looked upon as professors of a holy doctrine ; 
one which on account of its purity, is well calculated 
to exhibit, in glaring colors any dereliction from 
duty. Hence it is that christians are more closely 
watched than others, and thisis the reason why they 
are often censurcd for domg that, which, ifdone by a 
non-professor, would be excused. ladeed the world 
is waiting with great anxiety, to have christians an 
nihilate that train of evils, which now mars the peace 
of (ic moral universe. Deists and other unbelievers 
never efeet so desireable an object. Ft must be 
dune by christians! Aad now, breihren, I ask. how 





shall we set ourselves about this great work? Shall 
we go on in the old beaten track of former ages? 
Let your good sense determine. Eighteen hundred 
and twenty six years have nearly elapsed since chris 
tians have been engaged in trying to reform and cop- 
vert the world ;—and whai has been dune? But very 
little! It is a hard case to determine whether they 
have done more good than evil. A great man§ fies 
have been lost, in consequence of the exertions of 
christians; vast sums of money bave been expepced; 
and great exertions have been made; bu! acco) digs. 
to the statement of certain sects, the world is becom.) 
ing moreand more depraved. Confusionanddismay 
appear to prevail tosuch an alarming degree that 
the enemies of our holy religion audaciously pretend 
that our moral condition is but Little better than tha 
of the Gentiles! From this it appears evident, tha‘ 
something more efficacious shuuld be done: andafter 
having gone on so many years, in one course, With 
out success, will it not be prudent, and wader all cir 
cumstances, best, to adopt an entire new method» 
After having devoted considerable attention to the 
subject, I haveat last fixed upon a plan, which 
ifcarried into operation, will be likely to effect the 
destruction of the evils above mentioned. It's sim 
ply this. Let EACH DENOMINATION OF CHRISTIANS 
CONSIDER ALL OTHERS AS BRETHREN, 

This plan is a‘ least a new one; and, ifI mistake 
not, will prove a good one. I say it is new, because 
ecclesiastical history does not inform us of a time, 
when all sects of christians treated each other kindly 
as brethren. And experience testifies that at the 
present day, they are far from being united in the 
bonds of love and charity. If ihe subject is duly con- 
sidered it will be found, that presbyterians are some- 
what at variance with the episcopalians; that epis. 
copalians are in some degree hostile towards presby. 
terians; that methodists are at war with many other 
sects; and (that universalist and unitarianss ate {re- 
quently denounced by all other sects, as infidels and 
heathen. Now each of these denominations profess to 
be christians, and claim the privilege of being so 
considered by others! But the practice of denouncing 
one another is not the worst of this matter. The ev. 
emies of christianity are not disposed to discriminate 
between different sects of christians, aswe do. They 
class them all together, and denounce the whole be- 
cause we quarrel so much withone another. Since 
this is the case, I will submit to your consideration a 
few of my ideas on the different parts of the plen pro 
posed. 

First ; as it appears very evident that the ‘bane 
of contention” is between Limitarians and Universal- 
ists, I propose that the Universalist periodical publi» 
cations shall all be opened to receive the communica 
tions of the Limitarians; and (bat on all proper oces- 
sions, universalists shall open their meeting houses to 
other christian denominations. This will certainly 
be very courteous and kind. Aid, ifI mistake not, 
our limitarian brethren will esteem it an act of con- 
descension worthy of being acknowledged and recip. 
rocated. Then, on their part, they will doubtless o- 
pen the columus of their papers to us; and also wil! 
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‘reat our ministering brethren kindly, by opening 
their meeting-houses occasionally to us. In this way 
charity and kindness would be amazingly increased 
in our world; and very soon would give av entire 
victory over those evils and vindictive feelings which 
s0 frequently injure our happiness and the. cause of 
christianity. 
iv, if any one should be so imprudent as to say 
thafahiversalists are not christians, and therefore 
e not entitled tothese civilitics, it will be only put. 
. into the hands of deists. and others, a weapon to 


_™ destroy christianity. For those men are as ready to 


acknowledge the universalist to be christians, as they 
are toto admit calvinists and arminians to be such. 
And hence, I conclude, that it will be policy, if no- 
thing more, to adopt the course above mentioned.— 
For it will be altogether best to unite under ihe ban- 
ners of christianity ; since the mot(o“ united wa stand, 
divided we fall,” is as applicable to christians as it is 
to the members of our government. 

Again. If all sects of Christians should unite on 
some correct principle, we should be able to preach 
by example as well as by precept, which would be far 
more effectual than any measures that have set 
been adopted. So long aschristians disagree about 
names, and creeds, their enemies will cortinue to 
oppose their religion; and unti! the world beloids 
some practical good arising from our religion, 
they will say to us as they did in ancient times, phy- 
sictans heal yourselves. These facts appear to be 
self evident, and if the proposed plan should general- 
ly meet with approbation we will again tender the use 
of our columns to our candid opponents, and hereaf- 
teruse them as brethren and friends. ‘‘ Think of 
these things.” — Editor. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENESEE AS- 

SOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 

; FOR 1826. 
The Ministers and Delegates composing the 
Genesee Association, met, according to ad- 
“Journment, at West Mendon, Monroe county, 
on Wednesday morning, Sept. 27, and opened 
the council with prayer by Br. C. G. Person. 

1. Chose Br. C. G. PERSON, Moderator. 

2, % Brs.L. $8. EVERETT, 

W. J. REESE, Clerks. 

$. Examined the credentials of Delegates 
and read the letters from societies. 

4. Received requests from several societies 
for the fellowship of this association: Granted 
said requests, <7 

5. Appointed Brs. Sampson, K 


napp, and 


Everett, a committee to receive requests for 


letters of feowship or ordination. 

6. Appointed Brs. Sampson, Ackley, and 
Everett, a committee of discipline for the en- 
suing year. 

7. Opened council Thursday morning.— 
Prayer by Br. Everett. Appointed Br. Ever- 
ett, a committee to visit the different societies 
in fellowship with this association, and report 
to this body the state of those societies, at our 
next annual meetings. 





8. Voted to publish a society letter from the 
society in Lima, and a discourse delivered by 
Br. Sampson, from Isa. vii, 21. 

9, Appointed com.nittees to visit the several 
associations, as follows: Br. Roberts, to the 
Cayuga, Caroline, Tompkins county, first 
Wednesday in Oct. 1826. Brs. Ackley and 
Reese, to the Central, Hamilton, Mad O. 
first Wednesday_m June, 1827. Brs. Ackley, 
Everett and Reese, to the Black River, Pots- 
dam, second Wednesday in June, 1827. Brs. 
Knapp and Roberts, to the Chenango, last 
Wednesday in Aug. 1827, and Brs. Knapp, 
Roberts, Everett and Sampson, to the Chau- 
tauque, first Wednesday in Oct. 1827. 

10. On receiving certain reports against D. 
Upson, 1m fellowship with this association, hav- 
ing presented, at the time of his receiving our 
fellowship, a fair character, and promised use- 
fulness in the ministry, but now having forfeit- 
all our confidence in him, therefore, 

Resulved, That the fellowship of this associ- 
ation be, and is hereby, withdrawr, from sajd 
|D. Upson, on account of immoral conduct. 
11. Resolved, That the fellowship of this 
| association be, and is hereby withdrawn from 

Levi Sadler, for neglect of ministerial duties 
;and immoral conduct. 

12. Resolved, That the fellowship of this as- 
sociation be, and is hereby withdrawn from A- 
mos Reed, for neglect of ministerial duties. 

13. Resolved, That this association, hereaf- 
ter, be an independent body so far as is neces- 
sary to transact her own local concerns, main- 
taining fellowship with all others. 

14. Appointed Br. Reese to prepare the 
minutes for the press, and accompany the same 
with a Circular, to be published in the Gospel 
Advocate. 

15. After uniting with Br, Knapp in solemn 
thanks to propitious Heaven, the association 
adjourned, to mect in Benton, Yates county, 
oa the last Wednesday in Sept. 1827. 


ORDER OF PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Wednesday, A. M. 


Br. Morton, introductory prayer. Br. Flag* 
ler, sermon, from Ps. ix.17, Br. Person, con- 


cluding prayer. 





Afternoon. 

Br. Knapp, introductory prayer. Br. Ever- 
ett sermon, from Matt. v. 43,44. Br. Flagler, 
concluding prayer. 

Evening. 

Br. Roberts mtroductory prayer. Br. Samp- 

Son, sermon, from Isa. vii. 21. Br. Person, 
concluding prayer. 
Thursday, A. M. R 

Br. Ackley, introductory prayer. Br. Per- 
son, sermon, from Joshua xxiv. 15. Br. Flag- 
ler, concluding prayer. 

Afternoon. 

Br. Everett, introductory pr 
ley, sermon, from Isa, i. 17, 
cluding prayer. 





oer. Bs. Ack 
. Person, con- 
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Societies represented and their Delegates. 
Lima—E. Huntington, Z. Townsend. 
Ontario—A. Wyman, A. Mathewson. 
Covington—T. Cruttenden, A. Wait. 
Buffalo—J, Colton, J. Tuttle. 

South Dansville—J. Holiday, A. Upson. 

Henrietta—J. Tillotson, L. Hawley. 

s\lexander—J. Rix, A. Harding. 

arre—A. Harding. 

Penfield—H. C. Graves, D. Faskett. 

The following were received into fellowship at 
this session.* 

Butler—O. Hubbard, S. Brooks. 

Bushneli’s Basin—Wm.Agate, J.Richardson. 

Barre, 2d Society —C. Morton. 

Livonia—J. Adams, J. C. Coe. 

-Fairport—A. Goodell, A. Bullock. 

Ministering Brethren present. 

C. G. Person, H. Sampson, J. S. Flagler, 
L. Knapp, C. Morton, O. Ackley, J. Holiday, 
H. Roberts, L. S, Everett, and Wm. Reese. 

CIRCULAR. 
. Tothe churches, societies, and individuals, 
in fellowship with this association—to all tne 
believers in the covenant made with our fath- 
ers, and confirmed by an oath of Omnipotence, 
well ordered and in all things sure—to all the 
devoted servants and worshippers of the one 


living and true God, and to all of every name | 


to whom this epistle may come, grace, mercy 
and peace, through our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
upon the Israel of God. 

Dearly beloved brethren and sisters, 


Under the good providence of God, we have | 


been again permitied to meet the children of 
Abraham, from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, in an- 
nual association, and sit down in the kingdom 
of “love, joy, and peace in the holy spiri 
and regale ourselves with “the water of the 
word,” and the “ bread of life.” Ten minis- 
tering brethren attended, fourteen societies 
were duly represented, and six newly formed 
societies were received into fellowship. These, 
besides several worthy brethren who were invi- 
ted to take seats with us, constituted our coun- 
cil. Respecting subjects brought and discussed 
before the body, there were no opposing inter- 
ests, but a truly commendable union of views 
and feelings predominated through the whole 
management and disposition of all the concerns 
of our meeting. 

The brethren who were called to the desk, 
spoke with the demoftrating spirit and influ- 
ence of the word of truth, and with power ; 
while an attentive and crowded audience lis- 
tened with rapture and delight, to their com- 
munications uf“ knowledge and understanding.” 


Add to this, the charms of vocal music, exhib-- 


ited by an excellent choir of singers on the oc- 
easion, which gave augmented zest to the en- 
tertainment, and filled our souls with an exhil- 
arating foretaste of chanting in immortal strains 


* Besides one through the medium of Br. Samp- 
son, whose location is not mentioned. 


” 
ty | 


the praises of God and the Lamb, and cur ep. 
joyments were, perhaps, as complete as cap be 
expected in “ earthen vessels.” 

There was an obvious, though unpremedita. 
ted connexion, in all the discourses of our breth. 
rer, resulting, purely from the simplicity of 
truth. In the first, was exhibited in a clear 
and convincing manner, and illustrated by anal. 
ogy and fact the certainty, that everyrans. 
gression shall receive a just recompense Of re. 
ward, and, that the chastisements of the Lord, 
who scourges every son whom he receives, } 
and loves whom he chastens, will eventuate in“ 
the reconciliation of all intelligences to purity ~ 
and happiness. In the second, that, in view of 
the scriptural, reasonable, and consoling truth, 
that in judgment the Lord remembers mercy, 
is kind to the unthankful and the evil, causes 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and the unjust, we, who 
profess to worship that God who is no respect- 
er of persons, but renders to every man accord- 
ing to his works, that all might be partakers of 
his holiness, should also love our enemies— 
bless those who curse us—do good to those who 
hate us, and pray for those who persecute us, 
in imitation of our Father in heaven, In the 
third, were unveiled with astonishing sagacity 
and perspicuity, the deceitfulness of sin and the 
deplorable and miserable state of the sianer.— 
It .*1s shown by an appeal to the certain fail- 


‘| ure of all inglorious and ungodly means in the 


production of happiness, that there is no peace 
to the wicked, that they are like the troubled 
| sea whose waters cannot rest, but cast up mire 
and dirt. ‘That when there is sin there is, at 
the same time unhappiness, and cannot be 
otherwise while sin remains /! In the fourth, 
that God has not suspended’ any thing of im- 
| portance or moment upon the uncertain choice 
of the creature. But, that the Eternal has 
chosen for, and commanded us, to comply with 
the subject of his choice. That we are pe- 
remptorily forbidden to touch, taste or handle 
that which is inconsistent with his glory or our 
happioess; and that every departure from right 
brings misery upon the teansgressor. And in 
the fifth, the communicable sum of the Divine 
goodness and perfections, was unfolded to 4 
vast and silent multitude—that the gifts of God 
were such as should excite in us constant grat- 
itude and praise to the Supreme Giver, and 
good will towards all men—And, that the works 
of unfailing and undeviating Wisdom will be 
consummated in the end, and immortalize the 
universe of man in happiness, purity and praise! 

In these discourses, the harmony of all the Di- 
vine attributes was clearly seen in the certain 
fulfilment of all the threatenings and all the 
promises contained in revealed truth. 

The evidences of our doctrine are diffused as 
wide as the providence of God, or the light of 
the sun, which is universal, based upon imper- 
ishable reason, abridged and digested in the sac- 
red repository of inspiration. And the present 
taciturnity of our opponents, it would seem, 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


303 





must evince to their untaught disciples, that all 
‘the deliberations of the whole cabinet of parti- 
ality are insufficient to assail us with success.— 
our first work is done. But more remains to 
be attended to. And what is lacking deeply 
concerns us all. The interest and prosperity 
of our cause depend, in a very important meas- 
ure, upon our deportment in life. The eyes 
of a’ frowning and censorious world are upon 
us. Our conduct and conversation are scruti- 
vpized by the adversary, and every fault, in ei- 
ther, is turned with malignant dexterity against 
us, and against the cause we espouse. Let, 
then, piety and humility be conspicuous in the 
lives of our ministering brethren. Brethren, 
let the example be forcibly adopted and main- 
tained by us, Let the law of love and good 
works be fulfilled in us who profess not to walk 
after the flesh but after the spirit. Let us be 
attentive to reading, meditation and prayer, 
that we may devote ourselves to God and the 
service of our brethren. In short, “ let us go 
on to perfection,” and be examples to those 
whom we may be called to teach, “ in dead and 
in truth.” » 

As great an objection as any alleged against 
us, and, certainly one as detrimental to the 
growth of our cause, is the unworthiness of 
some who profess to be universajists. Were 


we disposed to use the same weapons against 
our opposer, the contest might be equal if not to 
their own disadvantage ; but this is no excuse 


for us. It is only a wretched picture of the 
deplorable state of society. We pray God, 
that all our brethren of churches and societies, 
and all who profess the name of Christ, may 
reflect, that their virtuous and pious EXAM- | 
PLE is needed in society. This would pave 
the way for thousands, of both talents and in- 
fluence, to unite with our strength, but who re- 
main indifferent spectators, though worthy citi- 
zens, and all their gifts and influence are lost 
to us purely, in many cases, on account of the 
above objection, Let it, then, be speedily re- 
moved, And le: all our brethren and sisters 
“jive soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world.” 

Another objection is, that our societies are 
not permanent, or, that preaching is not suppor- 
ted. This is true in some cases, but not in all. 
And there is no necessity of its being true in a- 
ny c4se whatever, It is at present, a lamenta- 
ble fact, in many of our societies, through the 
whole connexion, that a few individuals do all 
that is done to support the ministry; while 
others, apparently, are as anxious to promote 
the cause as any. But such brethren should 
remember, that “ faith without works is dead, 
being alone.” Brethren who are zealous and 
liberal, and give bountifully, year after year, 
for the support of the cause, seeing others pro- 
fessimg the same faith, blessed with an ample 
share of this world’s goods, yet contribute little 
or nothing, become discouraged. By this 
means preaching is frequently discontinued, 





and societies dwindled into nothing—The ad- 


versary is prepared to exult over our misfor-, 
tune, and rejoice at the lukewarmness of many 
of our professors, All this is occasioned by 
the indifference of those brethren who can do 
their part to aid the cause, but will not, 

To remedy this evil, I would propose, that, 
at the annual meeting of the societies, every 
brother punctually attend. Deliberate u 
your ability to support the ministry, let 
each subscribe what he can, consistently, with 
his other laudable affairs. This management, 


am sensible, will by a short and easy way of 


ascertaining your strength, and, by it, disap- 
pointments and failures will be unknown a- 
mongst us. Let not your society matters lie at 
at loose ends. Put not the burth®@ff on a few to 
do your business. ‘Bear each other’s bur- 
thens, and so fulfil the iaw of Christ.’ “ For 
sake not the assembling of yourselves together 
as the manner of some is?” 

‘‘ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and 
if there be any praise think on these things.— 
Those things which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do; and 
the God of peace shall be with you.” 

By order of the association, 
W. J. REESE. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Facts, which have recently come to my 
knowledge, furnish additional proofs, of the ine 
creasing prcpensity of mankind, to sacrifice 
every thing dear to the christian character iv 
this life, and thai which is to come, upon the 
altar of our unholy cupidity. Honest industry 
in the pursuit of wealth, is not only lauda- 
ble, but indispensable to the well being of soci- 
ety. Yet a man who assumes the garb of a 
humble follower of the lamb ; is loud in exhor- 
tations, calling vehemently upon those around 
him, to repent and believe ; and from whose 
avarice at the same time, neither friend nov 
kindred can escape, is prostituting every prin- 
ciple of the Redeemer,and in the end cannot fail 
of a just reward. He pretends to expect much 
through the intercessions of the Saviour, with 
all the outward evidences of heart felt pene- 
tence : so did the arch hypocrite who betray- 
ed the same Saviour into the hands of the 
Jews. The cry of “ Lord, Lord,” and a neg- 
lect of all which he has commanded, is cor- 
ruption under the veil of sanctity, and is more 
fatal to the cause of religion, than the most c- 
pen and avowed infidelity. The man who de- 
frauds his brother, at noon day, and attends a 
conference at night, and leads in the exhorta- 
tions which ought to come from the truly peni- 
tent, is emphatically a hypocrite; a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing ; a pious deceiver of the hones; 
and industrious ; a reproach to the cause of 
the Redeemer ; and a pestilence in the mora! 
and religious world. The double dealing ot 





304 


é 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





such a man, may defraud a neighbor, rob a 
brother, or starve a sister ; it may indeed feed 
his coffers with gold ; but will not sustain the 
soul with the bread of everlasting life. That a 
clergyman should be found indiscreet enough, 


to pass over such iniquities inthe bosom of his| morse, or the slightest impressions of 


church, is truly surprising ; for if the doctrine 
he preaches be truce, the subject of such offen- 
ces, he caa never escape the avenging hand of 
heaven. 

Does a father or mother discover the bud- 
dings of hypocrisy in a favorite son, do they 
bear him assert the most palpable falsehoods, 
to justify extortion, or excuse knavery, they 
are guilty of cherishing and sustaining, one 
of the most deplorable inlets of depravity, of 
which the human heart is susceptible, if they 
neglect that reproof which justice requires, 
which piety inculcates, and which conscience 
demands. 

An instance to which 1 allude in these re- 
marks, occurred but recently, and merits pub- 
lic notice, from the peculiar turpitude and re- 
morseless cruelty, which marked the transac- 
tion, It originated in dealings between a 
young Methodist convert, on one hand, and his | 
brother-in-law on the other. The latter bow- 
ever had no particular attachment tc any de- 
Domination of christians, but a general respect 
for all. The father of the former somewhat 
notorious for his Jewism, had acquired in agri- 
cultural pursuits, a moderate fortune, and had a- 
round him a numerous family. As a favorite 
son, who is the prominent subject of this com- 
munication, approached to mature years he as- | 
sumed all the exteriors of true religion and | 
hedrt-felt repentance. He not only joined the 
Methodist Church, but he soon became one of 
the most zealous leaders, of that respectable bo- | 
dy of Christians, ia the vicinity of his residence. 

A gentleman of both character and proper- 
ty, having beceme the brother-in-law before | 
menticned by espousing a daugbter of the fam- | 
ily, became a legitimate subject for the oper- 
ations of hypocrisy Whether a partnership in 
business, incidentally placed the property of 
this unfortunate man, in a more eligible situa- 
tion for hypocritical plunder, or whether it was 
proposed, or assented to, with a predetermina- 
tion to encompass it by fraud, seems im possible 
to determine. But between the men in ques- 
tion a partnership was formed, in which was 
embarked the largest proportion, if not all of 
the property ofeach, * 

The proverbial integrity and upright deal- 
ings of the one, and the pious zeal of other, 
had inspired a kind of mutual confidence in 
the parties. No writings were deemed neces- 
sary, as the losses and the gains were to be e- 
qual—the paternal care, the equal regard, and 
the tenacious memory of the father and moth- 
er were accepted and taken as a sufficient 
guarantee, against any attempt of one to rob the 
other, of his equal and,just rights, But the 





lections of men, and how soon facts are blotied 
from the memory, by the influence of preju- 
dice, or the mammon of the worlds and a 
how soon, the man who grasps at unholy gai 
can fortify his heart against the stings of re. 
sensibility. , aa 

The partnership thus iously guarded 
was not known beyond the family deat ee 
cept as it was incidentally spoken: of by the 
parties, Their property was vested in real: 
estate with such effects to be placed thereon as ™ 
the interest of the concern seemed to require, * 
The brother-in-law however was an Alien, and 
was therefore legally incompetent to hold real 
estate, but vende surmounted the difficulty, by 
entrusting it in the hands of the father, as the 
common umpire of the partners, without any 
security but his honor, for the reconveyance of 
it when demanded. In the prosecution of the 
business of this connection, thus feebly held to- 
gether, it was proposed that the Alien partner, 
should superintend the business of a wealthy 
friend, upon conditions that were expected to 
produce an annual profit to the concern, be- 
yond what would be the value of his labors at 
home. In pursuance of this arrangement, he 
established himself nearly one hundred miles 
from the residence, property and effects of the 
firm, taking with him but a small proportion, 
even of his household goods—indeed he un- 
suspectingly left his all behind. 

Nearly four years had elapsed, before the 
remotest intimation had reached him, that his 


| pious partner had a fraudulent design upon the 


hard earned fruits of his mdustry, or to cap 
the climax of perfidy and turpitude, that he 
intended to deny the existence of a partner- 
ship between them. 

I will not attempt to describe the surprise, 
which such a denial produced in the mind of 
the absent partner. His means of subsistence 
were compassed by the iron grasp of a merce- 
nary companion in business. The fraud was 
justified by relentless parents, who demonstrate 
an absense of all compassion, in heaping the 
miseries of poverty upon one of their offspring, 
and in exulting in the successful hypocrisy of 
the other. 

The whispers of suspicion in the church, 
were lost in the exhortations of the pious offen- 
der, But the scenes which followed will be 
the subject of a future communication ; and I 
trust will be a solemn warning to the inno- 
cent and unsuspecting, to beware of the pro- 
fessions of men, whose sanctity and zeal are 
matters of too much notoriety. The specious 
garb of religion is ofien made to shield the 
basest designs—the most infamous frauds. A. 


The robbery of the wicked shall destroy 
them; because they refuse to do judgment. 
a 
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sequel proves how treacherous are the recol- 


* Office in front of the Court House. 





